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INTRODUCTION Since 1928 the Archive of Folk Culture at the
Library of Congress has been helping to preserve
America's cultural heritage by collecting sound
recordings of folk music and folklore. In addition,
over the last four decades the Library has released a
series of LPs which provide highlights from the
Archive's holdings Since 1983 the Library's Ameri-
can Folkhfe Center has published A Selected Lot in
order to help promote the best recordings of Amen-
can folk music and folklore issued by various
companies and organizations the previous year

Small companies and organizations produce the
bulk of traditional music on recordings. Such
recordings elude the regular distribution networks
and seldom appear in record shops and catalogs
The recordings released by these companies have
been instrumental in preserving our folk heritage
and encouraging those performers who are active in
folk communities. For this reason, these recordings
are valuable resources for students, teachers, and
libraries. We hope with the publication of A Selected
List to foster an increased awareness of such
recordings

Each year a panel of experts active in the fields of
folklore and ethnomusicology meets to select a
group of outstanding recordings from the approxi-
mately two hundred records and tapes submitted for
consideration by producers and manufacturers or
suggested by various folklorists, ethnomusicologists,
and the Center staff. The list is not comprehensive
but is intended to n- cke important recent sound
recordings more readily available to libraries, educa-
tors, and others To be eligible for conmderation a
recording must:

he released in 1986,

feature cultural traditions found within the United
States,

emphasize ' root traditions'. o et- popular adar t a-
turns of traditional materials,

be conveniently available to American purchasers,

be well annotated with liner notes or accompany-
ing booklets relating the recordings to the per

their communities, genres, styles, or other
pertinent information.



The American Folkhle Center hopes that the con-
tinuing publication of this list will encourage the
production of new high-quality documentary folk
recordings, which in turn will help those performers
who preserve our country's rich folk heritage We
also hope that the list will stimulate record com-
panies to include sufficient doe umentation with each
recording so it can stand on its own merits as an
educational tool The increase in the quality of
recordings submitted for consideration makes us be-
lieve that progress is being made towards this goal

The recordings in the following annotated listings
are produced by the companies and organizations
listed at the rear of the booklet None of the record-
ings listed is manafactured, distributed, or offered
for sale by the Library of Congress. The booklet
also lists other publications that review folk music
and folklore recordings, and major mail-order dis-
tributors of folk recordings We haze included
Library of Congress catalog card numbers for the
onvemence of librarians, the should not be used

when ordering these recordings from the applicable
e um pan y

To suggest suitable 1987 remalings for next
year's panel or to receix e additional copies of the
list please write to ,Selected Liit, Amen( an Follchte
Center, Librar, of Congress, kVashington, I) C.
20540



AFRO-AMERICAN

A Cappella Gospel Sing-
ing. Fo lklyric 9'145 LP/
Arhoolie cassette C-223 A
cappella (without instruments,
gospel groups recorded pri-
mari;y in the South 1936-
1952 Vocal harmonies in
the quartet style Edited and
compiled by Chris Strach-
witz from 78-rpm discs
Jacket notes on the perform-
ers by Ray Funk LCCN
87-743044

The Golden Age of
Gospel Singing. Folk lyric
9046 LP /Arhoolie cassette
C-223 Quartet-style gospel
groups with instrumental
accompaniment A mixture
of male and female quartets
Recorded in the 1940s and
1950s Includes some topical
material Edited and com-
piled by Chris Strach%It..
Jacket notes on the perform-
ers by Ray Funk LCCN
87-743045

Fathers and Sons. Spirit
Feel SF 1001 LP Male
quartet-style gospel groups
recorded 1939 -1956 Fea-
tures performances by the
Soul Stirrers, The Five Blind
Boys of Mississippi, and the
Sensational Nightingales
Vocals with accompaniment
Jacket notes by Anthony
Hel !but Remastering by
Nick Perls LCCN
87-743052.

Skip James: The Com-
plete 1931 Session. Yazoo
1072 LP Historic record-
ings of Mississippi bluesman
Nehemiah Curtis James
(19(12-1969) from a 1931
recording session for Para-
mount Re«irds in Grafton,
Wisconsin James was an
important figure in Delta
blues Performed on both
guitar and piano ,lac t

notes by Stec Calt 1 N

87-743058

Freddy King: Just Pick-
in'. Modern Blues Record-
ings MB2LP-721 2 l.P in
one sleeve Reissues of two
LPs from 1961 and 1965 of
blues guitar instrumentals
from the King label of
Memphis, Tennessee featur-
ing Texas bluesman Freddy
King (1934-1976) Twenty-
four pieces performed on
electric guitar with a band,
includes the 1961 hit song
"Hideaway Influential on
later rock and blues guitar-
ists Digitally remastered,
coordinated by and extensive
jacket notes written by
Daniel jacoubovitch LCCN
86-743238



ANGLO-AMERICAN

It's Just the Same To-
day: The Bamicle-Cadle
Field Recordings From
Eastern Tennessee and
Kentucky, 1938-1949.
Tennessee Folklore Society
TFS-108 LP Recently re-
discovered field recordings of
Anglo-American ballads and
dance tunes made by Mary
Elizabeth Barnicle (1898-
1979) and Tillman Cad le
(1902-) Some of the balla-1s
are unaccompanied Per-
formers include Sara Ogan
Gunning, Tillman Cad le,
Sam and Charley Green,
Jack Johnson, and others
Produced and annotated by
Willie Smyth Includes an
eleven-page booklet and
Jacket notes describing the
performers and the songs, a
suggested reading list, and
photographs LCCN
87-743055

Ernie Carpenter: Elk
River Blues; Traditional
Fiddle Tuncs From Brax-
ton County, West Virginia
Augusta Heritage Recur Is
AHR 003 LP Recordings
of old-time fiddler Ernest
Carpenter of Sutton, West
Virginia mad( 198I-present
Carpenter comes from tour
generations of West Virginia
fiddlers Instrumental fiddle
tunes accompanied on guitar
and banjo Researched and
produced for the Home
Place Project at the Augusta
Heritage Center, Elkins,
West Virginia by Gem
Milnes and Michael Kline
Includes jacket notes describ-
ing the sources of the songs,
and a twelve-page descriptive
booklet compiled by (dilnes
and Kline entitled Ernie Car-
penter Tales of the Elk River
Country, which tells of life on
the river for many genera-
tions Photos and biographi-
cal information LCCN
87-743040
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Tommy Jarrell. Rainbow
Sign. Count 791 1,13 1984
mot-dings ()I the renowned
North Carolina fiddler Tho-
mas Jefferson Jarrell (1901-
1985), who has influenced
mane Younger musicians
1 hese are some of Jarrells
last recordings Vocals and
fiddle with accompaniment
b. AncI Cahan on banjo,
Alice Gerrard on guitar, and
Vrlen Clifton on mandolin
Brief jacket notes Cahan,
Clifton and Gerrard LCCN
87-743043

Lin
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Frank Bode: Been Riding
with Old Mosby. Folkways
FT'S 31109 LP Anglo-
American ballads performed
with guitar accompaniment
by singer Frank Bode
(1939-) of Toast, Noith
Carolina Recorded in Sep-
tember 1984 by Eric Day id-
son and Ellen Victoria
Features accompaniment on
some selections by Tommy
Jarrell on fiddle and Paul
Brown on banjo Includes a
six-page pamphlet with bi-
ographical information, song
lyrics, and descriptions of
the songs annotated by Vic-
toria and Davidson LCCN
87-743046

Ridin' in an Old Model
T: Toddles, Wobbles,
Rags, and Blues. County
548 LP Historic «ilium r-
eal recordings of string-hand
instrumentals b% %arious
groups recorded to the South
during the 1930s Contains
examples of different forms
of string-band tunes from
the rag to the wobble Taken
from 78-rpm discs, these
recordings document string
hands from underrepresented
areas of the South Produced
by David Freeman with
lac ket notes on the songs
and performers by Charles
Wolfe LCCN 87-743042

Boot..-a

Ernest V. Stoneman:
"With Family and
Friends"Volumes I and
2. Old Homestead OCHS
172/ OOHS 173 1,Ps Two
volumes of hiaorn rc«ird-
ing, (1926-1934) by

rginia-born singer Ernest
V "Pop- Stoneman (1 893-
1968) and his Fundy First
recorded in 1924, Stoneman
was an important figure in
early country must( A mix-
ture of string-band music,
ballads with guitar and hal-
monn a, and sacred songs
Many of the songs were
written in the late nineteenth
«ntui Also includes top-
( al songs of the day Jacket
notes on both %olums by

rtht LLN
87-7



Jimmie Rodgers On
Record: America's Blue
Yodeler. Smithsonian Col-
lection of Recordings R 031
Two-1.1) set Classic record-
ings of James Charles "Jim-
mie" Rodgers (1897-1933).
the "Father of Country
Music A representatise
collection of songs from
Rodgers' brief career Re-
cordings are arranged
chronologically and include
performances less frequently
reissued Contains his first
--e«n-dings from Bristol,
Tennesee in 1927 and his
last made shortly before he
cited of tuberculosis in New
York in 1933 Included are
pm, of his famous "blue
yodtls Selected and anno-
tated by Nolan Porterfield,
the biographer of Rodgers,
with biographncal informa-
tion and description of the
songs in a 24-page booklet
LCCN 87-743052

JIMIIIRmaIji
MIND

Sixty Years of the Grand
Old Opry. RCA CPI 2
4607 I wo-LP set/i ass( tic N

rept esentam e tribute to the
Gidnd Old Opr (1926-),
the longest running country
radio program Includes per-
Immances fw, 42 of the best-
known partuipants during
the Oprs's sixty-year histo-
rs chronological-
] from the 1928 recording
of Paul Warmack and the
Gulls Jumpers to a 1985
recording of Ronnie Mika')
Mans appear for the first
time on I.P, and two haw
neser been released in any
form Produced by the
Country Music Foundation
Extensive picket notes on the
Opry and the featured songs
by Charles Wolfe LCCN
87-743051
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Bob Wills and the Texas
Playboys: The Golden Era.
Columbia C2 40149 Two-
LP set/cassette Historic
recordings of James Robert
Wills (1904-1975), the
"King of Western Swing,"
and his Texas Playboys
Taken from original 78-rpm
disc s 1935-1946 Wills'
dame orchestra was the most
popular in Texas and Okla-
homa during this period
Much of the material fea-
tures the group's popular
oc, list Tommy Duncan

Extinsisi. la( ket notes with
biographical information by
Rub Pinson of the Country
Music Foundation photos
1,CCN 87-74W4I



The Stanley Brothers:
Stanley Series Volume 2,
Number 3. Copper Creek
CCSS -V2N3 LP/cassette
Historic concert recordings
by influential bluegrass per-
formers Ralph (1927-) and
Czrter (1925-1966) Stanley,
recorded in Morrisville, Vir-
ginia on July 8, 1956 In-
cludes songs and comic
material The Stan leys are
accompanied by Curley
Lambert on mandolin,
Chubby Anthony on fiddle,
and Lindy Clear on bass
Compiled from enigma' tapes
wurtesy of Alice Gerrard
Includes jacken notes with
Inographu al information and
trans( riptions of the songs
LCCN 86-751746

tanley I
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The Dry Branch Fire
Squad: Golgotha. Rounder
0224 LP/cassette Bluegrass
gospel from an Ohio-based
group Four selections are
performed a cappeGa (without
instruments) and the other
eight with bluegrass in-
strumentation The songs
come from a variety of
sources from traditional to
popular The group is com-
prised of Ron Thomason on
mandolin, guitm, banjo, and
vocals, Dave Edmundson on
guitar, fiddle, mandolin, and
vocals, Da k Erwin on bass
and %ma's, John Hisey on
banjo and vocals, and Mary
Jo Leer on guitar and
vocals Includes jacket notes
describing the SOUI(Cs of the
songs I.CCN 87-750870
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OTHER ETHNIC
GROUPS

Accordions in the
Cutover. Field Recordings
of Ethnic Music From
Lake Superior's South
Shore. Wisconsin Folklife
Center, no catalog number
Two-LP set Field recordings
made mostly in 1980-81 in
Wisconsin and the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan
Produced with funding from
the National Endowment for
the Arts, the recordings were
made by James P Leary
and the students and staff of
Northland College Songs
and dances of various
European-American im-
migrant groups The groups
represented are Czechos-
loy alum), Polish, Yugoslav,
Norwegian, Swedish, and
Finnish Includes jacket
notes, map, and a 36-page
booklet with biographies of
performers, lyrics, transla-
tions of songs, maps, photos,
historical, cultural, and eth-
nomusuc)logical commen-
tary, and bibliographic and
ch,cographic references
LCCN 87-743056

Accordions in the Cutover



Mariam Nirenberg:
Folksongs in the East Eu-
ropean Jewish Tradition.
Global Village Music 117
LP/cassette Recordings from
the repertoire of Polish-born
Mariam Nirenberg Niren-
berg has gathered songs
from various sources over
the course of her career and
performs them in the tradi-
tional style without accom-
paniment The songs ar in
Yiddish, Ukrainian, Pol
and Russian Includes con-
cert recordings made in New
York City and field record-
ings made in her home,
Toronto, Ontario The
recordings were made be-
tween 1946 and 1983 with
the earliest ones taken from
78-rpm discs Selections are
from the Max and Frieda
Weinstein Archive of sound
recordings at the YIVO In-
stitute for Jewish Research
This collection was prepared
by Barbara Kirshenblatt
Gimblett with assistance
from Mark Slobin and
Eleanor Gordon Mlotek In-
cludes a 20-page booklet
with essays, photographs,
transcriptions of tunes and
texts, English translations,
and annotations LCCN
87-743047

.111 ...... .11.101 ........ I ..... its

Chesta e la Voci ca
CanusciteThis is the
Voice You Know: Southern
Italian Mountain Music
from Calabria, Campania,
Basilicata and Abruzzi.
Global Village Music GVM
#675 LP/cassette Record-
ings of social and ceremonial
muse of Italian-Americans
in the Buffalo area of New
York and Southern Ontario
The Southern Italian music
is chalacterized by the bag-
pipe, the organello (button-
accordion), and a high-
pitched throaty vocal style
Also prominent in many of
the songs is the use of the
friction drum as accompani-
ment The work was spon-
sored by the Italian Folk
Arts Federation of America,
the Institute for Italian-
American Studies, the Na-
tional Italian American
Foundation, and the
Western New York Society
for the Preservation of
Italian Folklore It was
recorded and produced by
Anna T, Chairetakis,
Domenico Carbone, Mar-
guerite Collesano, and Phil-
lip Rigio with assistance
from Nora Migliacuo A
20-page booklet contains
essay, song notes, photo-
graphs, text transcriptions,
and English translations of
many lyrics LCCN
87-743048
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La Baronessa di Carini:
Sicilian Traditional Songs
and Music. Global Village
Music GVM 676/677 Two-
LP set/Two-cassette set So-

cial and ceremonial ,nusic of
Sicilian-Americans recorded
in northwestern New York
and Southern Ontario as
part of a surrey of Italian
folk arts (for further descrip-
tion see notes for Chesta e
la Voci ca Canuscite )

Featured are the Sicilian
styles of song known as can-
zuna and artigiano, which
were important as work
songs, for social gatherings,
and in courtship in small
Sicilian villages For many
of these immigrants the
difference in life styles in the
United States has all but
made these rituals disappear,
especially among the young
Includes packet notes and a
28-page booklet with essays,
photographs, song notes,
Sicilian text transcriptions,
and English translations
LCCN 87-743049

V..



POWWOW Songs: Music of
the Plains Indians. New
IA orld NW 343 LP
Ceremonial and social music
of Native Americans of the
Great Plains Side one con-
sists of intertribal singing of
the Southern Plains Indians,
and side two is from the
Northern Plains Much of
the I,P was recorded in Au-
gust, 1975 at the sixth annu-
al Kihekah Steh Powwow in
Skiatook, Oklahoma The
LP reproduces the ceremo-
nies and dances that take
place during a "powwow"
or gener..l gathering In-
cludes dance contest songs,
war dance songs, and grass
dance songs Recorded by
Charlotte Heth and Mn hat.:
Moore Jacket notes by Heth
include descrptions of the
songs and a selected bibliog-
raphy and disc )graphv
LCCN 86-743039

Ali

Nathan Abshire: A Ca-
jun Legend: the Best of
Nathan Abshire. Swallow
6061 LP/cassette Louisiana
"Cajun- accordionist and
socalist Nathan Abshire

915-1981), a major figure
in the music 4 Frem h Loui-
siana during his lifetime, is
showcased in this collection
Features what has now be-
come a Louisiana standard,
the song "Pine Grove
Blues Consists of ongmal
songs, wolves, and two-
steps, with Abshire accompa-
nied by the Balfa Brothers
on mans selection. Comes
with a 4-page pamphlet com-
piled by B irry Jean Ancelet
with «implete Frew h lyrics
and English translations
1,CCN 87-743053
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Flaco Jimenez: Ay to
Dcjo en San Antonio.
Alhoohe 3021 1.1) thoun
nortrna, Meta an- Arlene an
contort') music performed bs
Leonardo "Plato" Inuenc
(1939-) Consists of polk,:s
and rancheras performed on
ac.ordion, with Toh. Torres
on bap it'll() (a Is pc of

twche- string guitar), FI,.nr
"Big Red- Ojeda on bass,
and Isaac -rani() on chums
The junene7 family has been
ac to. e in Tex-Mex border
muse for generations Jacket
notes by Chris Strachwitz
LCCN 87-743039



Augie Meyers Presents
Sa.i Antonio Saturday
Night. Sonet SN1 F -933
LP Four Mexican-American
comuntos (bands) from Stn
Antonio, Texas San Anto-
nio has almost become syn-
onymous with this style of
dance music. The LP shows
the great variety of styles
utilized by working Tex-Mex
dance bands Selections
range from the 1950s style
accordion-based music of
Leonardo "Flaco" Jimenez
and the 1980s style platio
and synthesizer-based music
of Los Forma les Also In-
cluded are Los Paisanos and
Los Hermanos Barron Jack-
et notes by Samuel Charters
describe the nature of the
people and the music
LCCN 87-'50955

ANTHOLOGIES
WITH A REGIONAL
FOCUS

. . . You Know That
Wyoming Will Be Your
New Home: Songs and Sto-
ries of Wyoming Settle-
ment. Wyoming Council on
the Arts, no catalog number
Second edition Four-cassette
set A series of 8 half-hour
cassette programs, in radio
show format, of the muss,
songs, and stories of Wyom-
ing stettlement Topics
Include storytelling, cowboy
songs, the Basques in Wyo-
ming, Hispanics, Russian-
Germans, Eastern-Europeans,
and an old-time fiddle con-
test One of the programs is
a synthesis of the otlwrs
Narrated by Larry Peterson
Directed by Dennis Coelho
Produced by Deborah Jane
Lamherton Includes a brief
booklet describing each pro-
gram with suggestions for
addLional readings, photos
LCCN 87-743057

you Wye VOoneno
MI be your we home '
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Publishers of
Listed Recordings

Arhoohe Re«inh,
114141 San Pablo Ai,enue

El Cerrito, CA 94530

Augusta Heritage Re«irth,
Da% is and Elkin College
Elkins, WV 2h.241

Columbia Historic Editions
CBS Records
34 Music Square East
Nashille, TN 37203

Copper Creek Records
2623 CedarhuNt Aenue NW
Roanoke VA 24012

Counts Records
Boy 191

Floyd, VA 24091

Folkyru Re( olds
10341 San Pablo Avenue
El Geri Ito, CA 945:30

Follscncus Records

632 Broadway
New Yuri., NY 10012

Global Village Mutat
Bo\ 2051
Cathedral Station
New York, NY 10(125

Ntodt nt Idols Rt «it ding,,
P () Bo% 248

Ptarl Riiit, NY 10965

Nt v. %'Vorld Ka orth,
701 St,,,enth A%t nue

Nt w York, NY lOthib

()Id Holm su ad Remols
Bo% 100

Brighton, NH 48116



RCA Retort],
1133 Avenue of the Amen( as
New York, Nil 10036

Rounder Re«,rds
1 Camp Strict
Cambridgt , NIA 02140

Smithsonian Cone( non of
Recordings
Box 10230
Des Moines, IA 505

Sonet Re( oaf,
121 Ledhois Road
Londoi, W11, 2.4Q
ENGLAND

Spirit Feel 1,2( «nds
t/o Shanat hit Remit],
Dalebrook Pal k
Hollokus, Ni 07423

SN, AIM% Re( ord,
I)rawtr 10
Villt Platte, I.A 7058n- 011111

Tenn( FOlk101( So(u is
Middlt Fenn( sst e Stan
Uniseisits
Box 201

Murfreesboro, IN 37132

1''I1( 011,In Cent( I
Route
Dodg( ilk, WI 5353

CounD1 out On \I I,
2'120 (apitol As( nut
Chew uu , 82002

Ya100 1,2( «lids
245 11 as t ils lhaic
Ms% ork, N1 10011

For further listings and
reslesss of folk records, «insult
publit anon, so( h as ;lineman

Mum, Bluri:eats 1,nlimitrd, Blurt
Unlimited, County Sale ,Vereart-

tr., Disc Collector, Eilmornuit(olo
4), Frets, XV!' Quarterly,
Journal of American PolAloer, I w-
ing Blurs Old-Time Musu,
Record Roundup, Sinc Out',
{intern FolAlore, and RofAin-

dime (a supplement of the rout
of loath Advocate) Ethnorousicolo-

qy, tht journal of the So( lets'
lot Lt hot anusit olot,s publishes

-14

orient Dis«igraphs t-

one in (Ai issue In addition,
the he( guide FolAlde and kik-
nomutnolou .Serial Publications in

\orth Anirma is asadable from
the Art lose of Folk Culture,
I tht a ry ()I Congress, Washing-
ton, I) C. 20540

For a more complete guide
to folk re«ird labels and chrett
in.,11-order sou r« es, write for
the fret rtferen«- aid Recording

Companies in North America

Sproall:ing in FolA Mum, Foil-
lore and kilmomusicology

(LCF/IR.,1 1) prepared by the
Arthne (., Folk Culture

FolAlife Sou nrbook a dire( ton
of folklife resoun es in the
United Shuts acd Canada,
(an be obtained hs sending
$10111) to the Folklift Soul(
iook Am( rit an Folkhfe

C( nu r Librars of Congress,
IXashington DC 20540



Mail-Order Sources
for Folk Recordings

Alcatar Re«mls
Box 429
Waterbury, VT 05676
(802) 244-8657

Andy's Front Hall
Wormer Road
P 0 Box 107
Vorheesville, NV 12186
(518) 765-4191

County Sales
Box 191

Floyd, VA
(703) 745-2001

Down Home Nlosic
10141 San Pablo AiA inn
El Ct. rrito, (:A 94530
(415) 525-1494

1,1derls Retold.
1101) Ninth \N'ashIngton
Box 14210
1insing, NII 48901
(517)172-7890, 172-1161

Global \'illage NIusn
Box 2051

Cathedral Station
New York, N1 10025
(212) 749-2284

In the Tradition
P 0 Box 223
Deer Isk, N1E 04627
(207) 348-6884

Original Must(
R 1) I, Box 19(1
Lasher Road
Ti oh, NY 1258'i
(914) 756-2767

Roost( t BM( .
2615 Notch \ \ ihon Ai. ( nut
thitago II, 60014
(112) 281-3185 ..

Roundup 8((/III.
Box 154
Caitlin idgi , NI, \ 02111)

(1)17) ii1-0700
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Founts t (Mums of A
Selected List an aallablt at
fai Wm . at to.- Mt Unit, il
Stan. through the Edit( animal
Kt soul«. 'Mot motion ('colt 1
(I RI(:) of die U S Ilepatt-
im nt of Education Consult
N out librarian m (mho( stilt
tender (such as BRS or I)1A-
1,(.)G) oi contact
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Reproduction Serne

1900 Whceler Ai.(tun
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